INTERCULTURALITY IN DIALOGUE

Community and Interculturality in Dialogue. 2022; 2:42 e COMMUNITY
doi: 10.56294/cid202242 e‘e

ORIGINAL '.)

Check for
updates

Mapping the structure of knowledge about Community and Home Care

Mapeo de la estructura del conocimiento sobre Atencion Comunitariay Domiciliaria

Luis Enrique Jiménez-Franco' ¥ 4
"Facultad de Ciencias Médicas Dr. Raul Dorticos Torrado. Universidad de Ciencias Médicas de Cienfuegos. Cienfuegos, Cuba.

Cite as: Jiménez-Franco LE. Mapping the structure of knowledge about Community and Home Care. Community and Interculturality in
Dialogue 2022;2:42. https://doi.org/10.56294/cid202242.

Submitted: 28-08-2022 Revised: 05-10-2022 Accepted: 29-11-2022 Published: 30-11-2022

Editor: Prof. Dr. Javier Gonzalez Argote
Translated by: Cristhian Alejandro Pérez Pacheco <

ABSTRACT

Introduction: Community and Home Care is defined as the first level of care; where the individual, by
exposing their problems, finds their first contact with the health system. Provides general medical treatment,
as well as prevention and health promotion actions.

Objective: analyze the behavior of research on Community and Home Care published in Scopus.

Method: a bibliometric study was carried out on the topic of Community and Home Care covered in the period
2018-2022. The SciVal tool was used to analyze the scientific production indicators. Descriptive statistics
were applied. The Leg Ulcer theme stood out; Wound Healing; Exudate with a total of 665 investigations
(5,46 %). The articles with national collaboration stood out with 4,479 works (36,8 %). The University of
Sydney dominated with the highest number of articles with 219 (1,79 %). United States was outstanding with
2,797 investigations (22,97 %).

Results: a total of 12,172 articles were retrieved. The year 2022 stood out with 2,299 articles (18,88 %). The
articles located in Q1 stood out with 3,139 articles (25,78 %).

Conclusions: scientific production on Community and Home Care showed gradual growth in terms of the
number of published articles, characterized by an increasing number of citations. The largest number of
investigations were located in high-impact journals, from countries with high production rates. A wide group
of topics with the greatest national research impact were covered.
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RESUMEN

Introduccion: la Atencion Comunitaria y Domiciliaria se define como el primer nivel de atencion; donde el
individuo, mediante la exposicion de sus problemas, encuentra el primer contacto con el sistema sanitario.
Percibe un tratamiento médico general, a su vez acciones de prevencion y promocion de salud.

Objetivo: analizar el comportamiento de las investigaciones sobre Atencion Comunitaria y Domiciliaria
publicadas en Scopus.

Método: se realizo un estudio bibliométrico sobe la tematica de Atenci6on Comunitaria y Domiciliaria
comprendidos en el periodo 2018-2022. Fue utilizada la herramienta SciVal para el analisis de los indicadores
de produccion cientifica. Se aplico la estadistica descriptiva.

Resultados: se recuperaron un total de 12 172 articulos. Sobresalié el afo 2022 con 2 299 articulos (18,88
%). Destacaron los articulos ubicados en el Q1 con 3 139 articulos (25,78 %). Sobresalieron la tematica Leg
Ulcer; Wound Healing; Exudate con un total de 665 investigaciones (5,46 %). Destacaron los articulos con
colaboracion nacional con 4 479 trabajos (36,8 %). Predomind la University of Sydney con el mayor nimero
de articulos con 219 (1,79 %). United States resultd sobresaliente con 2 797 investigaciones (22,97 %).
Conclusiones: la produccion cientifica sobre Atencién Comunitaria y Domiciliaria presenté un crecimiento
paulatino en cuanto al nimero de articulos publicados, caracterizado por un creciente indice de citaciones.
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El mayor nimero de investigaciones se ubicaron en revistas de alto impacto, procedentes de paises con altos
indices de produccion. Se abarcaron un amplio grupo de tematicas con la mayor repercusion de investigacion
de caracter nacional.

Palabras clave: Atencion Comunitaria Y Domiciliaria; Atencion Primaria De Salud; Bibliometria; Produccion
Cientifica.

INTRODUCTION

The development of healthcare assistance for individuals requires an organized process facilitated by a
flowchart that enables specialized attention at each stage progressed. In this regard, Community and Home
Care; also known as Primary Health Care (PHC), constitutes the foundational or initial link where a close
connection is established between healthcare personnel and the patient.

Throughout history, multiple efforts have been made to enhance the development of primary care in each
country. In 1978, during the International Conference on Primary Health Care in Alma-Ata, PHC was categorized
as one of the strategies to achieve universal health by the year 2000. Between 1966 and the 1970’s, there were
discussions in the United States centered around a care model based on close contact between doctors and
patients, with the former taking responsibility for monitoring the sick. Likewise, in Spain, in 1984, according to
Royal Decree 137 on the General Health Law, the health zone was defined as the geographic unit for community
care.

PHC or Community and Home Care, is defined as the first level of care; where the individual, by exposing
their problems, finds their first contact with the health system. It involves receiving general medical treatment,
along with prevention and health promotion actions.®

Through home-based care and assistance, an analysis of both patients and their social environment is
conducted. Identifying and confronting the risk factors, based on the analysis performed, constitutes one of
the actions to be developed by healthcare personnel. In turn, measures involving different implicated sectors
in care are anticipated through the implementation of multiple care programs. These aspects support its
community-based, intersectoral, and decentralized nature. 34

Within this context, the patient is placed at the center of attention, subject to the influence of numerous
factors (whether external or internal), constituting a central aspect of community care, where various actions
by healthcare personnel are implemented.® In this sense, the definition of state of health is underpinned as the
balance between the social environment and the organic and mental state of the patient, encompassing more
than just the absence of disease. It classifies individuals as bio-psycho-social beings.?

The training of professionals dedicated to community care must be comprehensive. It entails a broad
understanding of the main health conditions in various systems and how to guide their therapy, with a particular
focus on monitoring from PHC. Additionally, these professionals are educated in different working methods
tailored to each age group based on their characteristics.®

Previous studies yielded satisfactory outcomes regarding performance in PHC. Mendoza Molina et. al.®
conducted an analysis on the satisfaction level and knowledge acquisition from community care, where students’
performance was predominantly directed towards skill acquisition; approximately 90 % of the survey respondents
exhibited satisfactory results. On the other hand, Torres Peixoto et al.?, in their review, emphasized the
significance of continuous training in PHC through the generation of new knowledge in community care.

In PHC and Community and Home Care, this is the basis for the sectorized care and attention of society.
Its comprehensive and widespread care makes it accessible to all population groups. The importance lies in
enhancing efforts to refine the knowledge generated from PHC through research, enabling better training for
professionals working in the sector. Hence, the objective of this research is to analyze the behavior of research
on Community and Home Care published in Scopus.

METHODS

A bibliometric study was carried out on the topic of Community and Home Care covered in the period 2018-
2022.

The universe was integrated by articles that aligned with the subject, totaling 12 172 research studies. No
sampling techniques were applied; thus, the entire universe was considered in the analysis.

Statistical Analysis

Descriptive statistical techniques were employed, including absolute numbers and percentages, along with
inferential statistics. The results of the variables were processed using the Microsoft Excel program.
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Data collection

The data collection involved accessing the SciVal platform. This process included filtering by the thematic
area and selecting the Community and Home Care field. Relevant indicators aligned with the study's objective
were then extracted.

Bibliometric Indicators
To analyze the scientific production on the topic of Community and Home Care, a set of bibliometric
indicators were examined:

o Number of documents (Nodoc): corresponds to the total number of documents published in the area.

o (itations per publication: the quantity of citations received by articles indexed in Scopus.

e H-Index: represents the value associated with the relationship, in descending numerical order, of
citations received by published articles. ©

o Field-Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI).

o Categories: refers to the category of the journal where the article is published, according to
Elsevier’s “All-Science Journal Classification Codes”. It corresponds to a Scopus system used for the
classification of scientific documents (journal articles and congress papers) in different thematic
areas: life sciences, physical sciences, health sciences and social sciences and humanities, subdivided
into groups and minor fields. ©

e Most productive authors.

e Number of citations.

¢ International Collaboration (CInt): the number of documents involving authors from institutions in
at least two different countries.

¢ National Collaboration (CInt): the number of documents involving authors from at least two different
institutions within the same country.

¢ Institutional collaboration (NInst): the number of documents involving authors from at least two
different departments/units within the same institution.

e Articles according to quartiles: based on the ranking defined by journal metrics in CiteScore: Q1
(equal to or less than the 25th percentile), Q2 (between the 26th and 50th percentile), Q3 (between
the 51st and 75th percentile), and Q4 (between the 76th and 100th percentile). ©

e Most productive institutions and

e Most productive regions.

This study adhered to ethical standards for research in health sciences and followed the principles the
Second Declaration of Helsinki.

RESULTS

Atotal of 12 172 articles related to Community and Home Care were retrieved. The year 2022 stood out with
2 299 articles, accounting for 18,88 %. The articles located in Q1 totaled 3 139, representing 25,78 %, followed
by articles in Q4 with 3 037 (24,95 %). (figure 1).
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Figure 1. Distribution of articles about Community and Home Care, according to quartiles
Source: SciVal

Research articles related to Leg Ulcer; Wound Healing; Exudate, were prominent totaling 665 research
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studies, accounting for 5,46 %. This was followed by research on Medicaid; Long-Term Care; Community-
Based and Physical Disability; Rehabilitation; Community-Based, with 241 (1,97 %) and 183 (1,50 %) articles,
respectively. The majority of articles were focused on thematic areas related to medicine (MED), healthcare
professionals (HEAL) and nursing (NURS) (table 1).
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Figure 2. Areas of science to which the selected articles responded
Source: SciVal

The author While, Alison E. stood out with the highest number of published articles on Community and Home
Care, totaling 86 research studies, representing 0,70 %. Additionally, this author had the highest nhumber of
citations. (table 2).

Articles with national collaboration stood out, comprising 4 479 research studies, accounting for 36,8 %.
Simultaneously, they presented the highest number of citations, reaching 16 851 and representing 43,63 %. On
the other hand, articles with international collaboration had the highest average citations per article. (table
3). The majority, 99,5 % (12 117), of the articles belonged to the non-academic sector.
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The University of Sydney predominated with the highest number of articles, totaling 219 (1,79 %), and the
highest number of citations, reaching 1 128. It was followed by the University of New South Wales and Monash
University with 166 (1,36 %) and 156 (1,28 %) research studies, respectively. (table 4).

The United States stood out with a remarkable 2 797 investigations (22,97 %), followed by the United
Kingdom (1 863; 15,30 %) and Australia (1,458; 11,97 %). (table 5).

https://doi.org/10.56294/cid202242
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Table 5. Distribution of articles about Community
and Home Care, by regions

Region Nodc
The United States 2797
The United Kingdom 1863
Australia 1458
Spain 919
Canada 685
Iran 538
South Korea 373
Indonesia 356
Malaysia 294
India 261

Source: SciVal

DISCUSSION

Community and Home Care constitutes one of the principal components of patient care. Knowledge and
actions developed in this sector must be grounded in the latest scientific advancements. Therefore, the analysis
of primary indicators within this realm assumes pivotal importance.

In the present study, a gradual growth in scientific production related to Community and Home Care in the
analyzed years has been observed, reaching a peak in 2022. This increase can be ascribed to the significance
of the development of PHC as the initial contact of any healthcare system with the community. Furthermore,
commencing in 2019, the world was deeply affected by COVID-19, prompting the implementation of a series of
measures to curb the pandemic.® Among these measures, the most notable was social isolation, which further
determined the specialized development of Community and Home Care. These findings are consistent with
those presented by Lopez-Torres Hidalgo et al."'? in their analysis of investigations related to PHC in Spain from
2013 to 2017, wherein a gradual growth was documented.

Meanwhile, this aligns with the data presented by Castro Fernandez'" in her Master’s Thesis, referring in
her research that approximately 25 % of the analyzed articles belonged to journals classified in Q1 according
to CiteScore.?®

Rodriguez-Gémez 2 in his study on the analysis of qualitative investigations in public health published in
biomedical journals, states that the principal themes addressed in the analyzed studies included the care of
patients with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (VIH), followed by cancer and PHC in general. However, these
findings diverge from those of the present research.

This difference corresponds to the focus and purpose of the studies analyzed in each investigation.
Community and Home Care, in conjunction with PHC, are founded on the general and comprehensive
patient care. Physicians, in their training, must be capable of addressing diverse situations that may arise
in the community. Their approach to comprehensive healthcare, prevention, and health promotion, permits
research development across diverse thematic areas. This aspect aligns with the evaluation conducted on the
comprehensive healthcare model analyzed by Hernandez-Rincon et al.(®

Physicians bear the responsibility of adhering to the main policies of primary care as defined in each state
according to its specificities. They act as spokespeople for the group or work team comprising other healthcare
professionals. Consequently, the prevalence of investigations in medical areas can be justified, without
overlooking the scientific production related to nursing sciences. Nursing professionals practice their healing
work in close contact with patients, while performing the rest of the healthcare functions, as acknowledged
by Mondragdn-Sanchez et al.(¥ in their observational study on the nursing work process in PHC. These findings
align with those presented by Guerra Dominguez et al.™

The results concerning the number of articles per authors (scientific production per authors) and citations
differ from those presented by Cruz Montes et al."™® The variance may be substantiated on the root of the
discrepancies in the selection of analyzed articles, considering the methodology employed in each study.
Additionally, the search strategies and selected thematic areas can be seen as additional factors justifying the
discrepancy between both works.

Collaboration among authors is indispensable for the development of the research process, facilitating
the implementation and execution of investigations with a larger number of participants. This collaborative
approach ensures a more rigorous analysis by distributing different stages of the research process among each
author and allows for multicenter collaboration, thereby increasing the availability of resources for research.
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7  Jiménez-Franco LE

These results are in line with those presented by Alarcén-Ruiz et al.("”

Medina La Torre et al.™® and Muyor Rodriguez et al." recognize Spain and the United Kingdom, respectively,
as the most productive territories or countries in terms of Community and Home Care or PHC. These findings
diverge from the outcomes of the present research. It is noteworthy that both the current study and the

analyzed studies underscore countries with a high index of scientific production across various fields of science.
(20,21)

CONCLUSIONS

Scientific production on Community and Home Care exhibited a gradual increase in terms of the number of
published articles, characterized by a concurrent rise in citation rates. The majority of these investigations
were located in high-impact journals, from countries with high production rates. A wide group of topics with
the greatest national research impact were covered.
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